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In the fall of 1943, the planning staff of the 
Ninth Air Force, motivated hy a desire to keep 
the fighters of the Tactical Air Commands con- 
centrated on offensive missions and free of any 
defense responsibilities, determined to establish 
an Air Defense Command to protect the bases 
and lines of communication of the Air, Ground 
and Service Forces .taking part in the great 
European invasion. This Command would or- 
ganize and operate a coordinated air defense 
composed of the three vital elements: day and 
night fighters, antiaircraft artillery, and an 
aircraft warning and fighter control service. 

Brigadier General William L. Richardson ' 
Weis • then directing combined training activi- 
ties of antiaircraft units and air force units in 
the Fourth Air Forenoon the west coast of the 
United States. His services were requested by 
the Ninth Air Force to organize the new Com- 
mand, and he arrived iii London on 27 Decem- 
ber 1943. An initial air defense plan was 
quickly but carefully drawn up and the task of, 
organizing, traiiiing, and equipping the Com- 
mand was begun. 

Early in January 1944, the 52d AAA Bri- 
gade, commanded by Brigadier General N. A. 
Burnell II, and the 118th AAA Group, com- 
manded by Colonel James E. Campbell, arrived ' 
in England and were assigned to the Ninth 
Air Force installations. Personnel of these two 
organizations were utilized, on a temporary 
hasis, to operate the IX Air Defense. Command 
Headquarters until such time as permanently 
assigned personnel could take over; the integ- 
rity of the two limits, however, was maintained , 
and their, personnel later released from the 
command headquarters for operational 
missions. In February and March, as more 
antiaircraft units began to arrive in the United 
Kingdom, a number were attached to the Ninth 


Air Force and utilized to defend operational 
airdfomes, and also to engage in combined 
training with air force units. The policy of 
making one AAA Brigade available to each of 
the major flying Commands of the Ninth Air 
Force was established and tested. The purpose* 
of this policy was to form an air-antiaircraft 
team upon which the commander could depend 
for the continued air defense of his instal- 
lations regardless of their movement. 

Under this system the activities of all the 
antiaircraft units serving with a particular 
Command were coordinated by the brigade 
commander, who established his headquarters 
near, the air commander and who became his 
advisor on antiaircraft matters. This plan was 
inaugurated when the 51st AAA Brigade, com- 
manded by Brigadier General Charles C. Cur- 
tis, was ordered to Middle Wallop, England, 
to work with the XIX Tactical Air Command, 
and the 52d AAA Brigade, commanded by Ge- 
neral Burnell, was teamed with the IX Tacti- ' 
cal Air Command. Practical experience soon 
proved that the idea was sound; it made for an 
.imprecedentQd degree of team-work and co- 
operation between air units and the antiair- 
craft units defending them, and it provided a 
continuity of defense which hitherto had never 
been achieved. This policy proved so successful 
that it has been adopted as a standing operat- 
injg procedure within the Ninth Air Force. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, 
IX Air Defense Command, with an authorized 
strength of 118 officers and 253 enlisted men, 
was formally activated on 30 ]\Iarcli 1944 as 
one of the major Commands of the Ninth Air 
Force. In the meantime tAvo air Avarning bat- 
talions had been assigned to the- command and 
the first night fighter squadrons, equipped with 
P-61 Black WidoAv airplanes, Avere arriving in 
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General Richardson and His Staff — PARIS FRANCE 


the Theater and were beg;inning to undergo 
operational training. A tacticah training area 
was established in which the three components 
of an air defense system could receive final 
combined training under conditions approxi- 
mating those likely to be encountered later on 
the Continent. To accomplish this training an 
area of about 20,000 square toiles on the east 
coast of England lying between the TYNE and 
HUMBER Rivers was selected, and the air 
warning battalions ordered to x>voceed there 
from home stations by tactical marches, de- 
ployed and provideid early warning for vital 
installations within the area. Control was 
exercised through a combined operations cen- 
ter established near NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
and soon P-61 aircraft were. available to fly in- 
tercept missions using ground-controlled inter- 
ception techniques made possible with data from 
the radars of th e ai r warning uni is . As tr ain- 
ing progressed, team-work increased- on the. 
part of all concerned and it was not unusual 
to make twenty or more successful interceptions . 
in a single night. The P-61 squadrons were 
eventually moved to SCORTON, a Royal Air 
Force Station, and were based there until their 
final movement to the Continent. 

While practical experience was being gained 
by the tactical units in the field, the Command 
Headquarters in London was .preparing for 
operations on the Continent when the invasion 
should take place. Plans for the invasion in- 
volved coordination of this Commandos activi- 
ties with those of other Mnth Air Force major 
commands, with the Field Armies, and with the 
Royal Air Force. Since the American night 
fighter recources were not considered adequate 
to meet th6 initial requirements for Operations 
“OVERLORD“, ft was determined that the IX 
Air Defense Command would be reinforced with 
British elements to be supplied by 85 Group, 
Royal Air Force. This group was then opera- 
ting as a part of the Air Defense of Great 
Britain, and had acquired considerable exper- 


ience in combatting the German bomber force. 

The iniiial missions of the IX Air Defense 
Command in Operation “OVERLORD ‘V were as 
follows: 

1. With assistance of RAF 85 Group, to con- 
trol and operate night fighters in the American 
Sector. 

2; To follow up and relieve the IX and XIX 
Tactical Air Gommands, supporting the First 
and Third U S Armies respectively, of respon- 
sibility for daylight interception of enemy air 
attack s as th ese C omman ds dls placed f o r ward . 

3. In accordance with the provisions of 
Operations Memorandum Humber 7, SHAEF, 
to exercish operational control over all antiair- 
craft artillery in those areas in which it had 
assumed responsibility. 

4. To make available air raid intelligence to 
Passive Air Defense Control Centers. 

5. To supervise, coordinatej and perform air- 
craft movement liaison functions for the entire 
Ninth Air Force. 

6. To command all antiaircraft artillery units 
assigned or attached to the Ninth Air Force 
and to supervise all airdrome defense activities 
within the Ninth Air Force. . 

As D-Day approached, air units then oper- 
ating with the IX Tactical Air Command were^ 
earmarked for future. assignment to the IX Air 
Defense Command. The 71st Fighter Wing, ’ 

: commanded Ly Brigadier G e n e r a 1 N o d 
Schramm, joined and took over supervision of 
the night fighter squadrons and fighter con- 
trol activities of the command. Meanwhile the 
antiaircraft units attached to the command , 
were being moved to the marshalling areas and 
were progressively released from their attach- 
ment, since the Field Armies were to assume 
responsibility for their employment until such- 
time as the initial beachhead was large enough 
to permit the establishment of a Gonumimica- 
tions Zone behind them. 

When the first V-1 flying bomb attacks on 
England developed on the night of 13 June 
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90mm gun and crew 


1944, units of tho IX Air Defense Commain^ 
were in position to deliver effective lire against 
them. The 491st AAA Automatic Weapons 
Battalion attached to 51st AAA Brigade was 
the first Battalion to shoot down a buzz hoinh. 
The 21st AAA Group and units attached there- 
to, firing from positions in Kent, destroyed ten 
flying bombs dui-ing the first eleven hours of 
the initial attack. AAA units of the command 
(‘ontinued to attack flying bombs with remark- 
able success during the first few weeks of the 
invasion. The flying bomb attacks also pre- 
sented an opportunity for the night fighter 


squadrons to round out their operational train- 
ing. 

On U-Day ((i June 1944) elements of tin; 
Command Headquarters and 85 Group landed 
just after the initial assault waves and pi*o- 
ceeded to reconnoiler and e^stal)lish a GGI radai- 
station. Squadrons of 85 Group, flying from 
bases in the United Kingdom, operated night 
fighters over the beachhead at first under con- 
trol of stations in England — later under local 
control. These patrols were flown by Mosquito 
aircraft and later by Amei'ican P-GTs. The 
joint American and British r<«ourcos were 
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Uijed in the closest coopei-atioii and witli inaxi- 
nuiin effect during this period. 

Advanced Headquartei^, IX Air Defens(* 
Coininand, was established on the Continent at 
Kcrainmeville, France, on 27 June 1944. 

On 20 July, the Coininanding General, IX 
Air Defense Coininand, assumed responsibility 
for the night defense of the CHERBOURG 
Peninsula. To execute this responsibility 21 
Sector of 85 Group, having already established 
control stations on the Continent, began to 
move its .scfuadrons there. The American night 
fighter squadrons continue<l to oiierate from 


the United Kingdom in conjunction with the 
RAF squadrons. 

The 422nd and 425th Night Fighter Scpmd- 
rolls were now ready for full-.scale operations 
on the Continent. The 1st ami 2ikI Air Defense 
Wings (Provisional) were iireparing to take 
over designated areas for air defense responsi- 
bility as soon as the Field Forces broke out of 
the bridgehead. By the end of July the bridge- 
head was enlarged and an all-American night 
lighter defense was centeriMl at RENNES, where 
the 1st Air Defense Wing (Provisional) com- 
menced active operations. From I his (ime on 


M-51 quad-50 Cal. Machine Gun emplaced on Ninth Air Force airfield. P-47 fighter aircraft 

may be seen beyond sight. 





until tho German Air Force was so reduced that 
the tactical situation no longer warranted active 
night fighter defense of the rear areas/the twc 
Air Defense Wings with their associated night 
fighter squadrons and control elements cbm 
tinned to provide effective air defense of the 
American Sector. 85 Group units were gradual- 
ly released as American units took over the en- 
tire defense responsibility. 

Night sorties of the German Air Force had, 
by the middle of August, decreased to such an 
extent that it was no longer necessary to main- 
tain complete night fighter coverage. Instead, 
a '‘fronf‘ was established with fighter and 
fighter control elements disposed well forward 
to prevent any penetration of the rear areas. 

A change in the antiaircraft situation took 
place on 26 July when SHAEF decided that 
the Ninth Air Force thenceforth would have 
exclusive responsibility for the coordinated air 
defense of all American areas on the Gontinen t 
lying behind the rear boundries of the Field 
Armies. All antiaircraft artillery units not 
assigned to the armies were attached to the 
United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe 
for further attachment to the Ninth Air Force 
and to the IX Air Defonse Command, wliicli 
was designated the agency responsible for all. 
air defense activities in the Goinmuiiications 
Zone. It was agreed that attachment of these 
antiaircraft units to' tlie IX Air Defense Goin- 
mand included all the prerogatives of command, 
supply, and administration. This change in ba- 
sic policy, enabled the Ninth Air Force through 
its agency, the IX Air Defense Command, to 
control all the elements vital to the establish- 
ment of an air defense system as contemplated 
under existing War Department doctrines. As 
a result of the new policy, the strength of the IX 
Air Defense Command 'was increased enour- 
mously; however, since all planning had been 
based on the assumption that the command 
would either exercise operational control or 
actual command over all antiaircraft units in 


the rear areas, no major organizational changes - 
^vere necessary. When antiaircraft units were 
attached to the IX Air Defense Gominand in 
August, the command was able to proceed with 
the establishment of a unified air defense sys- 
tem in the then rapidly expanding ai*ea of li- 
lierated France. 

As inbro territory was acquired the scope of 
the operations of the IX Air Defense Command 
was increased accordingly. The general poli- 
cy followed in these operations was to provide 
concentrated antiaircraft defenses at especially 
vital or ^nlnerable points and to establish a gen- 
eral area defense with night fighters. As the 
area to be defended increased in size and enemy, 
night activity decreased, fighter dispositions 
.AV'er.e changed to provide a screen thro ugh which 
any attacking formations would have to fly be- 
fore reaching vulnerable points. Antiaircraft 
units ill sufficient density to ' provide effective 
jirotection were concentrated at vital points in 
accordance with prioritiOfS established hy Gom- 
inunications Zone. 

On 6 September, the Command Headquarters 
moved from RENNES to VERSAILLES and 
began to take up new problems. The unprece- 
dented advances of the Field Armies during 
August and September created an acute short- 
age of motor transportation within the Tlieater 
and the IX Air Defense Command formed ten 
provisional truck companies, described in the 
section entitled “IX ADC Truck Companies. “ 

As the field Armies moved farther into enemy 
territory and tlie German Air operations be- 
came increasingly defensive, the danger of air 
attack on Communications Zone installations 
lessened. By October the air isitiiation had be- 
come such that air defense could be intrusted to 
AAA alone, thus releasing tho night fighters 
for intruder operationis. The two night fighter 
squadrons were relieved froni assignment to 
tho IX Air Defonse Gommaiid and assigned to 
the Tactical Air Commands, togetlier with two 
of the three signal aircraft warning battalions. 
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Fortified field kitchen on an advanced fighter 
airfield. 


Tlio 7 1st Figli'tiu- W.ijig rele-aaBd to provide' 
Hie nucloius of ihe new Jsl Tactical Air Force 
(Provisional), Tlio primary element of tho de- 
fenses were now the antiaircraft units of tlie 
Cominaiid, and Hie akl of lighters of the Tacti- 
cal Ail' Clommands was to be fiirnisherl when 
recpiested. ^ 

During October German int-entions with re- 
spect to flying J^omlj and rocket aliacks on ANT’ 
WERP and LIEGE had been the subject of care- 
ful study and analysis. On 17 October orders 
were issued by SHAEF to deploy IX Air De- 
— -^fense Command units in defense of Antwerp and 
movement of units to the area began at once. 
Under the oOth AAA Brigade^ commanded by 
Brigadier Geneial Clare H. Arnislroiigj a strong 
defensive J)elt was establislied across tlve line of 
approach of the Hying bombs. Since Antwerp 
was situated in the British Sector, the IX Aii^ 
Defense Command units deployed there were 
placed under tire operational cominaiKl of the 
Bi‘ilish2I Army Group; lioweverj tiaioing, sup- 
ply , and administration of these units remain- 
ed a IX Air Defense Command i^esponsibilily. 

Early in December, the Command A-2 asli- 
mated that a rasumption of German air activity 
Ava,s imminent. Accordingly, a warning was 


tlisseminatod to all units, liighei\ lower and 
parallel. The dale of the warning was 7 De- 
(’ ember 1944, anri a I'esnmplion of aebivity was 
inedicLed for a period Uxo weeks latci-. Pre- 
i)a rations were made hy Hie command to meet 
the expected attacks. Those included an in- 
e I ease in the state of readiness and the filling 
out of defenses in Hie raoi^t^ forward areas. 

The anticipaied attacks occured and were 
highly unsuccessful. One Brigade submilled 
claims for GO aircraft destroyed or probably 
destroyed. 

During the early part of the German Ai-deo- 
11 es coimt.er-offensivej the 863d AAA Automatic 
Weapons Battalion, lempoi aril y attached to Hie 
Fii\st Army, performed a classic in eombiiied 
air and ground .defense, on one occasion acluaU 
ly constituting a portion of the front line. This 
Battalion later received Hie Distmgui.shed Unit 
Citation for' its splendid performance. 

The first -tactical operation of the new year 
was the destruction of a JU 88 at 010040 Jan- 
uary 1945 by Battery G, 414tb AAA Gun Bat- 
talion, while participating in the liattle of the 
“Bulge'", Another of the outstanding New 
Year's Day opeiutions was the early morning 
attack on an airfield near Metz by twenty-five 
(25) ME 109's. During this attack Batteries 
and “G" of the 386th AAA Automatic Wea- 


90mm gun at USTAF Exhibition at Paris 
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Brigadier General Charles C. Curtis of 51si AAA Brigade inspecting heavy barreled cal. 50 

machine gun on improvised AA mount. 


pons Battalion with batlori(\s of tlie4IItli AAA ina^jin^; three (3) of the totals just inontionod. 

Chin Battalion and the 465th AAA Automatic For this accomplishment they received a letter 

Weapons Battalion, the latter two Third Army of commendation from Lieutenant (joneral 

units, destroyed 14 and damaged four more of (B!]()RGE S. PATTON, Commanding General, 

the attacking planes. Two hatterios of the Third U.S. Army. At the time the 386th AAA 

f 886th AAA Automatic Weapons Battalion re- Automatic Weapons Battalion was attached to 

ceived credit for destroying eight (8) and da- the 51st AAA Brigade. 
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The tempo of German “I)iver“ activity was 
appreciably stepped up during the month of 
January. Continuous and intense “Biver“ raids 
were encountered hy the IX Air Defense Com- 
mand units in the' Antwerp area attached to 
tlie 50th AAA Brigade. Confirmed claims for 
the month included two hundred (200) “Di- 
vers^t and thirty-six (36) standard enemy air- 
craft shot down or destroyed hy units of this 
command. 

On 19 January, in order to estahlisli and 
maintain a more appropriate division of re- 
sponsibility for antiaircraft protection between 
forward and rear areas, the Supreme Com- 
mander directed the use of an ''Army Group 
Bear Air Boundary" to he drawii hy the Army 
Group Commander in accordance with his for- 
ward area requirements for antiaircraft protec- 
tion. The responsibility for antiaircraft pro- 
tection in rear of this tine devolved upon the 
Air Defense Command and forward of this line 
upon the: Army Group. The estahlishmeni ,ol 
tliis tine, hy agreement between the Army Gi oiip 
and Air Defense Commanders, obviated the 
shifting of units between the Army Group and 
Air ilefcnsc Command, and divorced air defensG 
from ground administrative boundaries. 

On 18 April 1945, Detachment “B", Head- 
quarters, IX Air Defense Command, opened at 


AVIESBADEN, GERMANY. 

By 22 April 1945 . the GAF was so impotent 
that a token defense only was required for vi- 
tal areas west of the Rhine. Most of the units 
of the command were on Rhine river crossings 
and airfields to the east of the Rhine. 

In addition to AA defense, units on the Rhine 
hriidges were charged with the ground defense 
and locial security of those sites. This second- 
ary role was accomplislied hy coordination with 
the Fifteenth Army on the left liank of the 
Rhine river, and the First, Third, and Ninth 
Armies oil the right hank. . 

With the decrease in AAA requirements, 
units were diverted to other endeavors. Six (6) 
AAA Gun. Battalions and two (2) AAA Groups 
were attached to IX AFSC for disarmament 
y work. Nine (9) AAA Gun Battalions and four 
(4) AAA Automatic Weapons Baltalions were 
relieved of assignment of this command to. per- 
form PW duty. 

. With the cessation of hostilities on 8 Afay 
1945, all units were concentrated oh airdromes 
in GERMANY, to perform, a security mission 
and await redeployment. 

On 21 Alay 1945, Headquarters, IX Air De- 
fense Command, opened at BAD NEUSTADT, 
GERMANY, its permanent location as part of 
. the United States Air Forces in. Europe. 






















FLOW CHART -TACTICAL UNITS 

1944 — 1945 


31 BRIGADE 
47 BRIGADE 

50 BRIGADE 

51 BRIGADE 

52 BRIGADE 

54 BRIGADE 

55 BRIGADE 

56 BRIGADE 
74 BRIGADE 
31 OPS. DET. 
141 OPS. DET. - 
148 OPS. DET. 

150 OPS. DET. 

151 OPS. DET. 

152 OPS. DET. 

153 OPS. DET 

154 OPS. DET 

155 OPS. DET 
2 AAA GP. 

17 AAA GR 

21 AAA GR. 

22 AAA GP 
19 AAA GR. 

26 AAA GP 

29 AAA GR, 

30 AAA GR, 

31 AAA GR, 
34AAAGR 
45 AAA GR 
71 AAA GP. 

80 AAA GR 
92 AAA GR 
105 AAA GR 
108 AAA GR 
114 AAA GP. 

118 AAA GP. 

213 AAA GP. 

112 GUN BN. 

113 GUN BN. 

114 GUN BN. 

167 GUN BN. 
405 GUN BN. 
407 GUN BN. 
414 GUN BN. 

494 GUN BN. 

495 GUN BN. 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 
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JUL 

AUG 

SEP 
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519 GUN 

BN. 

601 GUN 

BM 

602 GUN 

BN. 

605 GUN 

BN 

740 GUN 

BN. 

110 GUN 

BN. 

125 GUN 

BN. 

126 GUN 

BN. 

132 GUN 

BN 

133 GUN 

BN. 

135 GUN 

BN. 

136 GUN 

BN 

143 GUN 

BN. 

184 GUN 

BN. 

204AW 

BN 

365 AW 

BN 

306 AW 

BN. 

391 AW 

BN. 

397 AW 

BN. 

400 AW 

BN. 

473 AW 

BN. 

480 AW 

BN. 

481 AW 

BN. 

489 AW 

BN. 

491 AW 

BN. 

776 AW 

BN. 

777 AW 

BN. 

784 AW 

BN. 

787 AW 

BN. 

788 AW 

BN. 

789 AW 

BN. 

791 AW 

BN. 

792 AW 

BN. 

794 AW 

BN. 

795 AW 

BN. 

863 AW 

BN. 

896 AW 

BN. 

439 AW 

BN. 

448 AW 

BN. 

451 AW 

BN. 

455 AW 

BN. 

546 AW 

BN. 

550 AW 

BN. 

558 AW 

BN. 

564 AW 

BN. 

565 AW 

BN. 










FLOW CHART - SERVICE UNITS 


MAR 


461 SIG. CONS. ca| 
573 SAW 
303S16. CaWG. 
322 SIG. CO. Wd 
414 SIG. CO.AVN. 
311 ORD.BN. 

318 ORD. BN. 

272 ORD; MAINT 
274 ORD. MAINT 
276 ORD. MAINT 
278 ORD. MAIN! 
280 ORD. MAINT 
298 ORD. MAINT ‘ 
354 ORD. MAINT. 
368 ORD. MAIN! 
3056 ORD. SERVCOl 
1 GUNST.T. SO. 
8GUNaTTFLT 
9 GUN a T.T FLT 

28 TT SO. 

29 TT SO. 
RAD.COfm-.TGTDEll 
148 APU 

803 APU 
979 M.R CO. AVN. 
1294 MR CO.DETA 
1052 QM .CO. DEIC 
1241 QM.CO. DET B 
21WEA.SQ.DET.KK 
21WEA.SQ.DET YB 
21WEASQ.DET YH 
2IWEASQ.DET ZS 
40MC.SaOETKK 

40MC SQ.DETYB 
40MC.SQ.DET YH 
40M.C. SQ.DET ZS 


APR 
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mi 




AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

FROM I JAN. 1944 


UNIT CITATION 

SOLDIERS MEDAL 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER 
POSTHUMOUS 

BRONZE STAR 
^ OAK LEAF CLUSTER 
POSTHUMOUS 

LEGION OF MERIT 
^ OAK LEAF CLUSTER 

PURPLE HEART 
^ OAK LEAF CLUSTER 

AIR MEDAL 

^ OAK LEAF CLUSTER 
FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE 

LUXEMBOURG CROIX DE GUERRE 
BELGIUM CROIX DE GUERRE 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE UNIT STAR 




2 

89 

1 

2 

844 

4 

2 

8 

2 


67 

6 

129 

3 

187 


MERITORIOUS SERVICE UNIT PLAQUE 


21 




• ANTWERP 


BRUSSELS 


UEGE 


CHERBOURG 


^AH beach \ 

$fe,^AHA BEAI 


REIMS 

A-790 

qA-BO 


METZ 


*ri~i4r 

VERSAILLES^ 


DIJON 


Vital areas defended 

AND DISPOSITION OF UNITS 
IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 

15 OCTOBER 1944 


LEGEND 


CITIES - VERSAILLES a PARIS 
6 PORTS^* 

Zb AIRFIELDS 
14 BRIDGES © 


* LYONS 


MAftSEILCfS 


TOULI 





•ESSEW 


^a|Wwerp 


^DUfiSELOOftF 


lCOLOONE 


'DHUSSELS. 


NAMUR 


ASVENS 


(BOUHC 


NflNGT 


DUQN 


VITAL AREAS DEFENDED AND 
DISPOSITION OF UNITS 
IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 
15 FEB 1945 


6 SEAPORTS 

30 AIRFIELDS 

9 MARSHALLING YARDS 
J4 BRIDGES 


I tank PARK — ® 

I sTEa Mia 4A 

I FOP © 

5 PETROL, OIL, LUBRICANTS — POL 


^UOI 



VITAL AREAS DEFENDED 
AND DISPOSITION OF UNITS 
IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 
8 MAY 19 45 

LEGEND 

32 AIRFIELDS 0 22 BRIDGES ® 

4 PORTS • 3 CITIES + 

3 TANK PARKS© I IX AF DUMP* 


LRSLEG6N 


tCHERSOURv 
t«LE HAVRE 


•ANTWERP 


:6ln,^ 


@ OY 

pattern* 

Oa-89 .liege 


LINZ'. © 


^ROHL (RHO) 


Qv-74 

•FRAWKFURI 


V-0OO 

bingeW® @ ' 

L OPPENHEIM-! 0 


.6ERNSHEIM 


OA-68 


28 \ 
•nOrnberg 


Oy*79 

■Heidelberg 


K&RLSI 
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ANTWERP ”X“ 


History records many outsiantliiig and Jieraic 
feats and accomplishments during ibis war, 
yet iliero are some oj>erat.Lons wTiicli Jiave not 
received the atteniion ami credit that they de- 
serve* Among llie.se is listed Antwerp 
Antwerp was a special and a secret AAA 
Command created in Oc toiler 1944 to coinimt 
with AAA alone the flyinghomhs then directed 
against the victory port of Antwerp. 

Perhaps it is more aproiios to sketch a back- 
ground for the creation of Antwerp In 

the fall of 1944, the illlied Forces after their 
brilliani drive across Franco found themselves 
exceeding the physical limits of the supply ser- 
vices using ports and beaches in Hormandy a^ 
points of entry. By a stroke of fortune, the 
Allies in their capture of Antwerp, the third 
largest port in the world, won a supply base 
hunclrecls of miles nearer the front lines than 
the ports in Kormandy, Antwerp was taken 
after a spectacular di-ivo by Marsliall Mont- 
gomery's Armies whioh moved liO miles in 8 
hours, and also by the efforts of the Belgian re- 


sistance movement in Antwerp. Bespite the fad 
lhat tills port was captured almost intact, witli 
hundreds of cranes and large qimntities ol 
port maclunery, ii was not usable because its 
approaches were Judd hy ilie Germans. The 
enemy fully cognizant of the stj-ategic signiti- 
ranee of Antwerp, held tenaciously to tliese 
approaches* In tiie early part of October allied 
intelligence indicated enemy movemonts and 
preparations for V-1 laiincliings direct at Ant- 
werp. Some experimental V-i's fell short of 
Antwerp in mid October* It did not take long 
for the Allied high command to undertake 
measures to combat the Y-1 threat to the only 
large port tben in allied hands. At first the 
80 th A A Brigade (Britisli) was iissigned the 
command of the A A elements in the Antweri 
area, ]}ui it was .soon relieved of this mission 
when the 30 ih AAA Group was assigned by IX 
Air Defense Command to inaugurate the V-l 
defense of Anlwerp. Witli it came two AAA 
Gun Battallions, the 125 111 and 12Gth. Evi- 
dence of the enemy intent to make an all-out 
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effort against AnlwGrp with V-i's and 
‘"'was bEDComijig clearer daily. As a result, in 
various parts of France gun and automatic 
weapons battaHons of llie IX Air Defeiiv^e 
-Gonnnand were being aleilcd and directed to 
Antwerp* 

On 22 Octol>er U)44, the 56th AAA Brigade 
under Erigadior General Eadger, a^ssmiied 


arrived at Antwerp and Erigadier General 
Glare Armstrong, by viiduc of seniority, took 
over the direction of A a twerp 

By November loth, there were 2 brigades, 
4 groups, 12 glut ]>aUalions and 2 automatic 
weapons battalions ol the IX Air Eefense Com- 
mand engaged in the Itatlle. In addition there 
was the British 42d A A Searclilight Rogiinent, 



Members of British 3.7 in. HAA gun demonstrate to American AAA 

men. 


command of Antwerp from the 301 li AAA 
Group, conmianded by Colonel Ralph Russell. 
On the 24ih of October the two initial battalions 
received Iheir baptism in fti'c when they en- 
gaged hying bombs intended for the Antwerp 
vital area* Battalions ivero coming into Ant- 
werp by day and J>y night. The 45lli AAA 
Group joined Antwerp 'X'* on October 27th. 
On Noveni]>er 5th, the 50Ui AAA Brigade 


which had been under Antwerp since Oct- 
ober 20th. 

In Octot^er and Noveinhei' Uie flying bomJj 
attacks directed at Antwerp camev from tlie 
southeast, from areas near Bonn. In the first 
two months of the attack, up to and including 
November 30tli, 546 V-Rs passed over the 
existing AAA defenses. Only 250 were th reals 
to the vital area, however, and of these 119 


were destroyed Ijy AAA fire* The for im- 

provemeui wrs obvious* Fortimately llie V-l\s 
at tills time were C[iiito erratic ami none caused 
military damago of any sigiuficance i i tlio Ant- 
werp vital area* However special giiimery in- 
struction teams and various sSpecialisL were 
jjiovidod by ilie IX Air Defense Coiimmiid to 
Antwerp More emphasis was placed on 

superior AAA gunnery. This new target V-I, 
wtiieli the British scientists cotisidered eight 
times tiaj'der to kill than an ordmary plane, 
iiad to he defeated. Early warning ami AAAIS 
facilities were increased and improved so lliat 
at least several ininuLes of warning was provi- 
dtal on each of the flying bombs directed ag'ainst 
Antwerp* 

In December good results were obtained. 0! 
the 4b7 vital area threats, 27B were destroyed* 
Tills imlicates a sliootijig score of over 51) pei - 
cent, Uie goal set by the AlHcnl high comma juL 
Yet there Avas I'ooni for imiirovemeiit and this 
was to be later realized* 

Thu first part of Deceinjjers after Walcheren 
Island and the areas on cither side of the 
Scheldt Estuary were won, Iriendly shipping 
began lo come into port* At the time the enemy 


Grew of 90mm gun perform daily maintenance 
in between alerts during defense of Antwerp* 




Typical 40mm AW gun crew, emplaced and 
alert for V~Bs. 


rcdoubiiMl iliis efforts, iinUI the lUtli of Decem- 
ber wiien au iniexpecled Inti of sovera] days 
developucl. HoAvever, that Hying bomb effort 
which might have been expended against Ant- 
werp was directed against tliD supply centers 
near Leige, as a prelude to Runstedt\s Ardenmys 
offensive in inid-Decembor. 

While the battle of the Bulge was raging, the 
German LultAvafCo was moving the Hying Imnil) 
launching sights to the norllieast of Antwerp, 
The new altackwS began Avith clevaslating results 
because the area wliej'ein troops Avoukl have to 
be deployed to meet ii Avere uorus trie ted for 
Hying, and liring was permitted at seen targets 
only* Unseen Cradar- eon trolled) fire was pro- 
liibited. The Avoather at this Lime Avas extre- 
mely foggy; as a result many Hying bombs 
coming from the noi’theast which were delecler! 
by radar and audible means, could not J)e en- 
gagod. It Avas not long, however, ]K^fore a re- 
striced area comm eiisui ate Avlth the silualioii 
was established* 

After the momentum of BunstecU*s offensive 
increased, the need for additional tjoops arose 
in our P^irst Army area. Antwerp during 
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[his .lime, [lispalehecl I Group Heaclifuai'tcis, 
1 Gun BatlalioikSj ajid 8 AutOJiKilii: AVoapons 
Dallalioiks lo the fuvst US Aniiy. Du ring this 
time tlie northeast attacks were becoining a 
greatej- llireat than eve iv with as imany as o2 
ilyiiig J)ombs being directed against Antwerjj 
in a M lioiir period. By Jajiuary Jth there 
wore 7 US Guii Battalions ai);d I Automatic 
AVeapons Ballalion in position to meet tin 
JiorthoasL allacksj while at the same time 5 
Gnu Bat la I ions were deployed to meet ilic 
soulluntsl attacks. 


mucli liig'her seore.^ than was considered pos- 
sible prior lo tins lime. 

Mter tile complete failui-o in the Battle of the 
BulgCj the enemy continued his attacks against 
Antwerp on an all-out scale. He was detej'- 
miued to deny the movement of supplies and 
equipment through Antwerp to support the in- 
evitable Allied odeiisive into Germany. For I lie 
monlh of February, 1,110 of Uie 1,977 A^-Bs 
laiuudied were A^A threats. Of these VA threats, 
which were the only engage able largeds, 770 or 
approximately 70 percent were destroyed. 



90mm gun crew manning posts on the double. 


In the latter part of January a new attack 
was in store for Anlv^erp “X'A Go the 20tli, the 
deadliest of llie Hying bomb threats came from 
the nortlu These were lauiiehud just north of 
the Ala as Biver, approximately ftO miles from 
Antwerp and therefore from such short distan- 
ces ill at the customai-y several minute early 
warning of the southeast and nortlicast attacks 
became less. On January 301 h an extremely 
heavy effort of 92 flying homlxs was made 
against tlie port area of Antwei-p, However, 
new eciuiiraent was being made available to 
Anhvorp which permitted acbieveinent of 


As of Aiarch lOtli, Antwerp had 1 US 
and 1 Bi'itisli Gun Balialion, plus 1 Anlomatic 
AVeapons Battalion, to meet the southeast 
attacks wJiicli wej'e now diminishing in iinpor- 
lanee. The northeast attacks were being met 
hv 8 US Gun Battalions, 2 British Heavy A A 
Battaliion.s, and 2 lipops of Polish Automatic 
Wixipons Artillery. The northern attacks were 
faced by 2 US Gun Battalions, two British HAA 
Battalions, t US Aulomalic AVeapons Battalion, 
and 1 British Aulomalic Weapons Battalion. 
The a I lacks during Afarch contijuied on a con- 
siderably reduced scale. The last attack from 
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Two members of 40mm gun crew, “Murder 
Inc.“ which shot down 14 V-1‘s. The 40mm 
gun was not as effective against the flying 
bombs as the heavier 90mm. 


tlu' .soutliGciist occurocl on March lOtli; llic last 
northorn attack on llio 29th, and tlio last 
northoavSt attack on the 30th. During Mai'ch 
Antwerp acliievod an unprecedented O-day 
.score of 97.8 percent when 89 out of 91 V-Ts 
were destroyed. 

In the 5 month period, over 22,000 men and 
officers of the Britisli, Polisli and American 
AAA, and associated services, participated in 
Antwerp During this same period 32 mi- 
litary persons were killed by V-lVs and V-2‘s, 
and 298 woundcHl. 

The defenses included 208 90mm guns, 128 
3.7 giuis, 96 American, 60 British, and 32 Po- 
lish 40mm Bofors guns. In addition there were 
20mm experimental units in small numbers, a 
well as a great number of ^M-51 cal. .50 ma- 
chine guns. Searchlight illumination was pro- 
vided by 72 searchlights of the 42d British AA 
Searchlight Begiment. 

During the entire campaign, 4,883 flying 
bombs were detected by the military agencies, 


2,759 were accurately aimed at Antwerp, but 
only 211 hit their target. 1,766 (64%) of the 
VA threats were killed; 547 Category A and 
J.219 Category B. The remainder missed the 
mark because of range errors or defective 
mechanisms. 

It was reported by authorities at Antwerp 
that the total military damage to US port in- 
stallations by V-Ps amounted to approximately 
10,0fK) dollars. 

Facts and figur(»s (iiioted al)ove speak of a 
clear-cut victory over Hitler‘s vengeance wea- 
pon No. 1. In the words of Major General 
Rovell-Smith, 21st Army Group: “This is a 
great victory; perhaps not heralded or under- 
stood by the world at large in the same way as 
they would appreciate a victory by other anus. 
The victories of other arms have territorial 
gains to show. You have not, I)ut nevertheless 
this does not make it less important than any 
other fonn of major military sucess on the 
final outcome of the war“. 
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DIVER APPROACHES 

AND 

VITAL- AREA THREATS 

1944-1945 


■THIS CHART COMPARES THE TOTAL NUMBER 
OF DIVERS LAUNCHED AGAINST ANTWERP 
WITH THOSE WHICH WERE THREATS TO • 
THE VITAL AREA. 


i- DIVER APPROACHES 
— VA THREATS 


TOTAL ATTACKS- 4883 
TOTAL VA THREATS- 2759 










ANTWERP X AMMO EXPENDITURES 
1944-1945 
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HEALTH 

OF THE COMMAND 


A study of the weekly incidence in disease 
as indicated by admission rates for the IX Air 
Defense Command as compared with those of 
other commands within the Ninth Air Force 
for the 13 weeks period from 31 March 1945 
to and including 29 June 1945 shows that IX Air. 
Defense Command for an over all average was 
low. For the purpose of information and com- 
parison, available statistics were obtained from 
the Office of the Chief Surgeon. 

Table 1 is Ihe comparative recapitulation of 
non-effective rates, and Table II is a summar- 
ization of the admission rates per week for the 
IX Air Defense Command. The admission rates 
for the period under consideration have been 
calculated on the basis of the number of new 
cases of illnes and injury occuring among- 
the one thousand (1000) personnel per annum. 
Those for the IX Air Defense Command were 
calculated from the information contained in 
the regular Medical Department reports sub- 
mitted by Unit Surgeons Avithin the Command, 
while the rates listed for ETOUSA and Ninth 
Air Force were taken from their own Statisti- 
cal Reports. 

Since personnel evacuated from unit dispen- 
saries to other U.S. Army Medical Installations 
are immediately dropped from the medical re- 


cords of the reporting organization, no days 
lost for those particular patients are calculated 
and are not reported to this Headciuarters, con- 
sequently, the non- effective rates, as listed in 
Table II are. imcomplete. However, since a 
comparable situation exists Avithin all com- 
mands of the- Ninth Air Force, the rates have, 
for the purpose of comparison, been recorded. 
It is pointed out that ultimately all such cases 
are charged against the responsible organiza- 
tion upon arrival of the information at the 
highest theater level. • 

On the basis of this study, it can he seen 
that the IX Air Defense Command has main- 
tained its excellent standing from the staiid- 
.point of health of the personnel as compared 
AAutli other commands in the report. This ad- 
iniissioh rate for all causes is the loAvest of all 
reported; admissions due to disease only Avere 
the loAVCst of those reported.; admission due to 
non-battle injuries constitute the loAvest rate 
and this is true as Avell of the rates due to 
common respiratory disease, diarrhea, dysen- 
tery and venereal disease. Thus it may be seen 
that the excellent record as demonstrated in the 
tAvo previous quarterly surveys have been main- 
tained for a third quarter and considerable sa- 
tisfaction may be derived from this fact. 



TABLE NO. I 

COMPARATIVE REGAPTTUl.ATION OF NONEFFEGTIVE RATES 

31 MARCH :i:945 - 29\TUNE 104o 
30 DECEMBER .1944 - 30 j\tARGH 1945 
29 SEPTEMBER 1944 - 29 BEGEi\[BER 1944 


ORGANIZATION 

(31. March -) 

(30 Dec 44) 

(29 Sept: -) 


(29 June 45) 

(30 i^Iar .45) 

(29 Dec 44) 

ETOUSA...... 

: . Not ■. 

Not 

Not 


Available 

Available 

Available 

NINTH AIR FORCE ’ 

4.85 - 

' 5 33 

97 

IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 

.31 

.04 

.70 

HQ. & HQ. SQ., NINTH AIR FORGE .. 

2:02 

3.84 

3.50 

IX AIR FORGE SERVICE COMMAND 

.1.53 

2.58 

1.89 

9TH AIR DIVISION 

3.81 

. 4.39 

4.07 

IX TACTICAL AIR GOMJIAND 

3.19 

3.01 

3.12 

(+) XII TACTICAL AIR COMMAND 

L49 

^ ■_ ■ 


XIX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND 

' ■ 1.57 

2.19 

2.35 

XXIX TACTICAL AIR COMjMAND 

2.02 ■ 

3.39 

3.28 


Noneffectivo Rate; ‘ 

Tile noneffectivo rate is Uie ratio of the duty 
days lost per thousand porsonnol during , the " 

peidod duo to medical reasons, in relationship 
to the total number of duty days within the 
.. . period. (See Letter) 

(+) Covei-S Derdod .1. June - 29 June 1945 only; total.s for the two previous periods not avail- 
ablo. ■ , ■ ■ . 


39 




V 


TABLE NO. If 




SUMMARIZATION OF ALEDIGAL STATISTICS 
of 

IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND ^ 


81 MARCH 1045 — 20 JUNE .1045 


(Average Weekly Admission Rale Per 1000 Personnel) 


DATE 

ALL 

CAUSES 

DISEASE 

ONLY 

.. NON- 
BATTLE 
INJURIES 

CE 

COMMON 

RESPIRA- 

'J'ORY 

RTAIN DISEA 

DIARRHEA 
■ and 

DYSENTERY 

SES 

VENEREAL 

DISEASE 

G Apr 1045 

6.50 

5.55 

0.83 ^ 

1 

1.38 

0.0 

0.71 

13 “ - “ 

4.51 

3.01 

0.60 

0.00 . 

0.0' 

1.00 

20 “ “ 

8.15 

6.50 

1.65 

1.77 

0.0 

0.47 

27 “ “ 

4.28 

3.50 

0.78 

1.04 

0.0 

0.52 

Average 

5.88 • 

4.02 

0.06 

1.27 

0.0 • 

0.67 

4 May 1945 

4.03 

3.34 

0.60 

0.56 

0.0 

0.28 

11 “ “ 

7.57 

6.54 

1,03 

0.17 

0.0 

J.55 • • 

■ 18 “ “ 

U4 

0.7C 

0.38 

0.0 ^ 

0.0 

0.0 

25 ‘‘ “ 

3.35 

3.20 

0.15 

0.30 

0.0 

0.46 

Average 

4.02 

3.46 

0.56 

0.26 

0.0 , 

0.57 

1 June 1045 

10.48 

0.82 ' 

0.66 

1.33 

0.0 

1 .86 

8 “ 

10.23 

' 8.73 

1.50 

0.60 

0.0 

0.60 

15 

4.47 

4.22 

■ 0.25 

0.25 

0.0 

0.25 

22 “ “ 

5.86 

5.16 

0.70 

0.31 

0.0 

0.30 

20 “ • 

8.30 

7.44 

0.86 

0.57 

0.0 

1.24 

'• ■ JUNE , 

7.87 . 

7.07 

0.80 

0.63 

0.0 

. - 0.87 

UAY 

4.02 

3.46 

0.56 

0.26 

0.0 

0.57 

APRIL 

5.88 

4.02 

0.06 

1.27 

0.0 

0.67 

Average 
FOR PERIOD 

5.02 

5.15 

0.77 

0.72 

0.0 . 

0.70 


Compiled from information obtained from W^ cckly Medical Statistical Ropoits, Ninth Aii 
Force. 
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MEDICAL ADMISSION RATES 
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DEATHS- IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 
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JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL SECTION 


NINTH AIR FORCE 
DELINQUENCY RATE 
AVERAGE DEC. 1944 THRU APR. 1949 


TOTAL CRIMINAL RATE 
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RATES EXPRESSED AS NUMBER OF DELINQUENGIES PER ANNUM PER 1000 INDIVIDUALS 
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SUMMARY COURTS- MARTIAL— RATE PER 1000 PERSONS 



1944 1945 

IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND . 

0—0 — oALL NINTH AIR FORCE . • 

ALL USSTAF , 

NOTE! HIGH JULY- SEPT, TREND RESULTS FROM TRIALS BY SUMMARY COURT 4 OF IX ADC 
WHILE ATTACHED TO FIRST ARMY. 

IX ADC TREND IS COMPARED TO THE AVERAGE TRENDS OF OTHER COMMANDS. 


SPECIAL COURTS - MARTIAL RATE .PER 1000 PERSONS 



1944 1945 


— IX AlK DEFENSE COMMAND 

o oALL NINTH AIR FORCE 

ALL USSTAF 

NOTE* HIGH TREND WHEN COMPARED TO LOW GENERAL COURT TREND INDICATES ASSUMPTION OF 
OiSCIPLINARY RESPONSIBILITY BY UNITS COMMANDERS IN APPROPRIATE CASES. 


4G 
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BATTLE of 


When the G ermans 1 aunch ed • th ci r Ardennes 
offensive early in December, a number of units 
of the IX Air Defense Com and then engaged in 
the defense of. Antwerp against buzz boixdjs 
were detached to help meet this new threat. The 
5 2d AAA B r i ga d e, f o u r g roup 1 1 end quar t ei*,s , 
lAveuty-one battaliohs, along Avith Ordnance and 
0 th e 1 * s e rv i c e u n i ts w e re . a t ta died f o r o p erat i o li s 
to the Twelfth Army Group. These units were 
in action against the enemy mainly with the 
First Army. Their missions included antiair- 
craft defenses of vital supply facilitieis, bridges, 
marslialliug yards, anti-tank defenses, and In- 
fantry missions. Some of the AAA battalions 
deployed along the MEUSE River were the 
788th AAA AW Bn. on the eastern end at YER- 
VIERS; the 113th and mth AAA Gun Bat- 
talions, Battery “A“, 803rd AAA AW Battalion 
and 784th and 451st AAA AW Battalions at 
LIEGE; the 52nd AAA Brigade, 204th AAA AW 
Battalion at HUY; the 184th AAA Gun Bat- 
talion and 787th AAA AW Battalions at XA- 
MUR ; an d t h e 4 1 4t h A A A Gun B at tali on an d 
385th AAA AW Battalion at DINANT. All 
bridges along the MEUSE between DIN ANT 
and LIEGE were used by the Fi}^st Army on its 
main supply routes. 

Ou 26 December 1944 as the enemy neared 
DINANT the Luftwaffe increased their attacks 
to destroy the vital biddges on the MEUSE, 


the BULGE 


but were unsuccessful and many, enemy planes 
were shot down. On. 1 January 1945 the Luft- 
Avaffe made its last concerted strike into BEL- 
GIUM. Main supply route bridges, ammunition 
dumps and trains, and airfields Avere strafed, 
some planes being destroyed on the ground. 
The success of this attack av as sligh t 
and many enemy aircraft Avere shot doAvn. 
Upon the renewal of the counter offensiye by 
the allies and the AAUthdraAAd of the enemy, 
mo s t of th e . A A A B at talion s av e re re tu rn ed to 
operational control of the IX Air Defense Com- 
mand in January and.Averc redeployed in the 
defense of AntAverp against the buzz bomb 
attack. 

An example of the ground role played by an 
AAA Battalion of the IX Air Defense Command 
in the Ardennes Campaign is that of the 863d 
AAA AW Battalion. This battalion was attached 
to the 99th Infantry Division in the Kalterhers- 
berg area. Enemy artillery fire Avas heavy. The 
Infantry took up positions .around the AAA 
guns and preparations Avere made to repel the 
forthcoming attack. Two attacks Avero repulsed 
by the devastating fire of the combined forces. 
From 19 December to 31 December 1944 the 
battalion delivered long range plunging fire on 
German targets. Excellent results Aver e ob- 
seiwed and the enemy received iicavy casual- 
ties. 
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BATTLE OF THE BULGE 
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BRIGADE GROUPS 90mm. 40mm S/L ORD. SRM 
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AA IN GROUND ROLES 


til acklit'ioii to tho cxpelleiit work clone by 
antiaij'cj'afl in this Gum ter in onrryin^^ out its 
jirimar-y mkslon, heavy ami light antiaircraR 
^ \ym])Qus ami searchlights all conunanded con- 
sklGrable respect in combaUing the enemy on 
the grouiitl. 

During ttie seige of BREST 40nim ami 90mm 
giiiis were employed as fiekl artillery. The direct 
fire of the 40^s of the 480Lli AAA AW Bn. was 
very valuable in knpe^king out point targets he- 
eaiise of its great accuracy, while the indirect fire 
of the 90's of I he 407 th AAA Gun Bn. at ranges 
up to 15,000 yards, probably the first use by 
AA on the continent of this type of firing, 
brought forth much favorablio comment from 
the Field Artillery Officers presojif. 

During the Battle for the Ardennes, 40mm 
and 50 cah A A weapons were used to play fire, 
direct and indirect, on main i-oads, intersec- 
tions, bivouac areas, buildings and targets of 


opportunity. The 8(>Brtl AAA AW Bn. dis- 
tinguisluKl itself in this type of work. (Covered 
imdei^ ‘‘Battle of the Bulge“), 

From 19 to 26 Docembei^ in the vicinity of 
Stoumout Station, the 143rd AAA Gun Bn., iiji- 
der almost constant enemy attack, was Aible to 
hold off a strong force suppoided by armor, 
and was ci'edited with twelve enemy tanks. 

The seardilights of tlie 2d platoon of Bat- 
tery 226lh AAA Stt Bn*, from 7 io !fi 

February 1945, were employert in direct suppoi I 
of front line troops. During tins period they 
furnished Mluminalion for night infantry at- 
tacks in the towns of FEBSCHWFRLKB and 
KHNZEN; enabled lire Engineers to work at 
night build ing bridges aci-oss the SATJEB River 
in the vicinity of BALLENDORF- and provi- 
ded aii-vStrip il him i nation foi' Field Artillery 
observation planes operaiing at niglil. 



90mm AAA gun emplaced as an anti-tank wea- 
pon. High velocity projectile makes this gun 
effective against heavy armour. 
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SEPT OCT NOV. DEC. 1 JAN FEB. MAR APR. MAY JUNE JULY AU6 SEPT. 
MESSAGES ■ uPcc.Bcc 


This chart shows llio juimber of messages haiulled each month from Seplomher 
September 1945 incliKsive, Inchules incoming and outgoing messages at IX ADC Hi 
ers liansmitted by radio, wire, and courier. Does not iiudude noimal mililai'y coi 
ence. distribution, etc. Total for the period was 88,458 messages. 

, . u% 


WIRE 


AVCRA C CS 
COURIER- 1 S'X 
WIRE «49n. 
RADIO -SAX 


RADIOj 


0 100 % 

SEPT OCT • NOV DEC.! JAN. FEa MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUC 
1944 I 1945 

TRAFFIC DISTRIBUTION 

This chart is based on chart No. 1, and shows how the volume of message.s each montli 
was transmitted. It is a percentage chart, the total traffic each month being l(K)%. The 
cliarl is very revealing, and it is easy to see liow the tactical situation changed tlie use of 

the means of communication. 


58 




MULTl^LV Sy 1.000 

TELEPHONE TRAFFIC 

This cliarl -shows tlie volume of loloplionc calls placed throui^li the s^^ntch hoard and dial 
system at TX ABC HeadQuartors. Tt includes all internal calls and l)OLh incoming and out- 
going calls. Total For (he period was 478,2o(X 


CRYPTOGRAPHED TRAFFIC 


AUG, SEPT. OCT. NOV- (3EC. | JAN, FES. MAR. APR. MAT JUNE JULV AUG SEPt, 

em CODE CROUPS EACH MONTH MULTIPLY BY 10,000 AVERAGE m£$SaCE ri?0 CODED CROUPS 

a CODED MESSAGES EACH MONTH MULTIPLY BY lOO 


Tiiis shows tho mmibur of cotU'a messages lhaf were handlwl each monlli, bolli in- 

ining ami outgoing, ami the luimher of code groups involvwl. Tlie average luimlK'i- of 
;lc groups per message is based on the totals of I1,B29 coded messages and l,302,7f)7 five- 
ler groups. The average is liigh, ami indicates that considerable lime is spcnl in en- 
coding, transmitting, ami decoding Iho average ine.ssago. 






CRYPTOGRAPHEO TRAFFIC 


(%) SEPT. OCT. NOy DEC. JAN FEB MAR APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT 
1944 1945 


IX AIR DEFENSE COMMAND RADIO NETS 


E3 M. F. NETS 
CD YHF/FM NETS 


This chart shows llio numhor of radio nets in operation each fifteen days 
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WIRE CONSUMPTION 




IK AIR OEFEHSC COMMAUO 
FIELD WIRE EKPENOrrUflE 
JULY 1^44 TO ‘ may; I»45 


MILES 

Shinv,'^ by inoiilh the anioimt of field “wire in miles Uiai was consunieU by all vijiiUs of Llio 
com man cl. Total for the peHod was 5,378 miles. 


COMMUNICATIONS AND RADAR PERSONNEL 


BH SlClfAL CORPS PER50NHEL 
I I OTHER personnel 


Tliw t'liarl sliowM Ihe mmibor of (.■omimunc ations and i-aclar pai'sojmci by «i)ecialt; 
iiudiidos alj units HiaL wei'e under the fX AUG on I 'Febniary 1045. Thoro is a loial o 
Signal Corps oomimuiications ami l aclar apeciali.sts and 5,432 of otlioi* branches 
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In destroying this V-1 the Black Widow flew through the blast, which burned away one 
fourth of the plane surface, but the aircraft returned to base. 


NIGHT FIGHTER 
OPERATIONS 


21 SpcLor of 85 Grouj), ISrUusii, opeiaiwT two 
Night FightGr SqiiadroiTs orjtiijiped with Mos- 
ijuilo aiiTraft under controf of this coininaiul 
from June unHl about 10 September I04L 
Pr-ior Lo 10 July 1044 these operations ^yere 
eariiod out from bases iu Englamh 


Tlie 422ud ami 425tli Night Flgiiler Squad- 
rgnSj assigned to IX Air Defense Command, 
operated P-bJ ''Black Widows" against flying 
bombs over the English Channel in July* At the 
same time, and until 7 October 1044 they flew 
"Night Patrol" missions over the continent* 
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Result of operations against flying* bombs, 
(V-ls) for month of July were: . . ' 

V-ls Destroyed 15 

Sorties Flown 91 

Hours of Operation 202 

' 20min Ammunition Expended 4,182 Rounds 

Gasoline Consumed in Operations 30,700 Gallons 

21 Sector, British, provided night patrol over 
the Beach Areas and Cherbourg Peninsula and 
later further east in the northern area of allied 
operations. Although enemy aircraft had to 


fly over . territory patrolled by other British 
night fighters, the Moisquitos of 21 Sector claian- 
ed 40 enemy aircraft destroyed and 8 damaged 
during operations from - 13 July to 9 Septem- 
ber 1944. 

Black Widow operations from early August 
to 7 October wore over the Peninsula south of 
CHERBOURG and from BREST eastward as 
far as LUXEMBOURG. One Squadron gave 
special attention to the PARIS area. During 
this period enemy activity over allied held 
territory at night was . light. 




60 inch reflector searchlight with an effective illumination range of greater than 15,000 
yards. This light is the standard eeiuipment for AAA Searchlight units, 
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During I Ik* operations pi'ior lo and a ftej’ ])- 
Day, the inissiQns performed by AAA snare h- 
tight units hare been many and varied. The 
two main aBsignments consialed of: (I) dis- 

covery and engagemeiil of hostiie aircraftj (2) 
assisting the allied air forces by means of 
I i o m i ngs ^ al e rts and man y o I h e j - s e r vi ces , 

Due to lack of enemy acLivity, search ligh Is 
wer'e used very little in their primary t*oie of 
illuniinatijig hostiic aircrafL However^ much 
was done to aid fi’iendly aircraft in fliiding 
their bases by iiiglil, and to aid tihem in landing. 
Tile figures c^om piled on lhe.k> 0]ioraUoiis speak 
for themselves. 



To I a ] 1 1 0 m i n gs 3 ^ (> 4 

Planes Homed 10,421 

Pc rsson not (Grew membms) 88,500 

What do these hgures prove? 

To quote Li. Gob Aria B. Jo huso n, Gem- 
ma nding Officer, 422iul Night figbier Squad- 
ron, "It is heHeved that the tsquadroii operations 
won hi have been cut down at least 25% with- 
tml the searchlights." In later official state- 
ments, Li, Col. Jolmson revised his estimate 
upward, stating that his comhal efficiency 
would he decreased 50% without the lights. 
And here are methods used by the men of the 
searchlight hatla lions in attaining such respecl. 


AAA Oiieratrons Room in action at airfield A-71. Plotters at left arc 
recording plots being telephoned in from the data readers on the radars. 
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Of all Hr* types of assistance which search- 
lights were aJ)lo to offi*r Wie Air Forces, the 
most called for and most important was the ca- 
nopy. The standard deployment for lights in 
this form of assistance is such that four (i) 
lights are .situated in an approximate vsqiiare 
around the airstrip. All light sections ai*e given 
previously prepared azimuth and angle charts 
which permit them to form an intersection over 
the center of the airstrip. If the plane is coming 
in under the clouds the lights are then clearly 


visible, while if he is Hying above the clouds the 
intersection on the cloud base will create a glow 
above the base \vhich can be seen at a distance 
of ai)proximately lifteen (15) miles. 

An example of this typo asskstance occined 
near airstrip A-58 on the night of 24 Septem- 
bei- 1944, when Section 4 of the First Platoon, 
Battery “A“, 225lh AAA Searchlight Battalion 
picked up an aircraft showing no .signs of being 
friend oi* foe. Upon illumination the ])lane 
I) roved to be a C-47 wliioh immediately flashed 
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Wcis cornploioly lost and liad only 30 minutes 
fuel sup])ly This and jnany more exam- 

ples prove the searohligiils are licre to stay. 


an 80S. A eanoi)y was Formed and the plane 
landed safely. Lt. Potter the pilot, ealhnl the 
members of the searchlight section and per- 
sonnally thanked them heeause cis he slal(‘d: “I 


HOMING ON ADVAGGNT AIIISTI{II>S 


A less friMiuonlly used method of homing hut 
one which has been found invaliuible in emer- 
gencies is homing on adjacent airstrips. When 
lights are deployed on objectives other than air- 
strips, light sections were furnished azimuths 
of all fields on which planes in distress in that 
area might be expected to buid. Once a canopy 
has been formed over a designated airstrip, one 


beam was exposed as nearly horizontal as pos- 
sible in the direction of the desired airstrip for 
a period of thirty (30) seconds. In order to 
catch the pilot‘s eye, the beam was then eleva- 
ted to forty-live (45) degrees and d(»j)resscd 
three (3) times (luickly without being exting- 
uishwl. This method has been used on appi'oxi- 
mately twenty-live (25^ occcisions. 
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I5i:ac()ns 


In forward areas, when there had heen any 
indication that liostile aircraft were operating 
in the vicinity, it was found inadvisable to pin- 
point the airstrip by forming a canopy. In sucli 
ctuses, wlien homing assistance was noedexl, 
either one or both of the seiirchlights which 
under normal conditions arc placed at the ends 
of the runways, are exposed vertically as bea- 


cons. Undei- extremely unfavorable weather 
conditions, waving beacons were em[)loyed so 
as to seek out thin spots in the clouds whei*(‘ 
they could break through and attract the at- 
tention of the pilot. This method was found lo 
he satisfactory under most conditions and has 
J)een used as a homing aid more than any other 
method except the canopy. 
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DAY LIGHT HOVIL\(; 


The mctliocls previoiLsIy menlionocl hold true 
for day-light lime and differ only in the colons 
of the hoains. This is accomplished by inserting 
colored fillers over the face of the searchlight. 
An amber wabl)le beacon attracts the fliers 
attention while green beacons designate the 
t.‘nds of the rumvays. Any combination of colors 
may be used but from experience amber, yellows 


and green have proven successful many times 
when haze, fog and Ioyv clouds had obscured 
the runways to pilots returning from operation- 
al missions. Use of red, amber, and green bea- 
cons on snow covered landscape proved highly 
effective in assisting pilots to land on the air- 
strip. 
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ILLUMINATION 


YOU SEE JERRY 


BATTLi:ri KIJ) 


A less widely known iLse oT AAA Search- 
lights IS for halllefield illumination. Through 
out the major portion of the campaign on blio 
con Li non I the batteries of tiic 226 th AAA Sl/f 
Hn. assigned to this command were in turn 
allmdied to TwelfUi Ajmy Group for this pur- 
jiose. They worked with forward infantry ele- 
ments and illuminated the area ovej* which a 


I LIAJMI NATION 


night attack: was to lake place. Surprise and 
deception were ol>taiu6d J)y the use of searcli- 
Uglits and infantry troops once accnstomM to 
lihein bec^ame ardent suppoiders of Uieir use. 
Infantry coninmnders who at fii'Sl demanded 
I hat the lights he put out. soon came lo wan I 
I hem on all night long. 
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M [ S C LL AN E O US LI S E S 


chligiils t>fft?cliv(>l y oniployocl lo 

measui'f. by Imaiignlalion the lieighl of the nloucl 
baao aJ)ove the eai'tb. They wrix; also iisetl fre- 
finoiitly to illuminate the airstrip, to provide 
iigliting for emergency resmie and repair work 


on Or near airtlroiiies, Plioy licivo strongtlionod 
oir base secui ity duj'ing darkiioss by boing put 
in action iiitoi'mittoiiily ciml sweevping over I lie 
airrliome area.. 




WEATHER 


Before the invasion of the European Conti- 
nent, artillery meteorological ancssageis were ob- 
tained by traditional AAA methods. Winds 
aloft were computed from PIBALS: densities 
were obtained from tables in TM4-240 based on 
a standard relationship between surface and 
upper air temperatures, pressure and liuiiiidi- 
ties. These methods proved wholly inadequate 
when poor visibility and low clouds obscured 
the flight of balloons and when upper air densi- 
ties varies from the standard conditions that 
were assumed. At the same time, the Weather 
Service was faced with the problem of obtain- 
ing winds aloft in a theater of operations where 
the ordinary PIBAL methods would yield, at 
]) 0 st, data at irregular intervals and to limited 
heights. The need of Artillery and Weather 
Service units was solved l)y the initiation ot 
an Artillery Weather Program where-in the ex- 
cellant equipment of the two different branches 


—AAA's Radar and Weather s Radiosonde— 
were utilized to the best advantage. 

The results of the actual splendid coopera- 
lion between the two brancheis daring this Wai’ 
is forcefully illustrated in the deadly accuracy 
of the gunners in defending the port of Ant- 
werp against the V-f flying bomb. Due to the 
increased difficulties involved in shooting down 
a V-1, in comparison with shootings down an 
airplane, extremely accurate upper air data 
was a prime requisite in overcoming these diffi- 
culties. The flight of a shell after it leaves a gun 
is affected by many meteorological factors all 
of which must be made known to the gunner so 
that he can apply the proper corrections. 
Biu'ing the war, these factors were made 
known to the gunner l)y a quick efficient inter- 
change of data between tlie Weather Service 
and the Artillery Corps. 




LOW CLOUDS 


lOIIMER METHODS 


OF OBTAIATNG liPPER AIR DATA WERE (NADEOUATE 


The fipeed aiul direction oI upper winds caji 
now ho oblaineri accurately hy use of Uvular un- 
der practically all weatlier condiltions. 

The accuracy and efficency of the Radio- 
sonde is not affected by the usual weather con- 
ditions, so that accurate densities are possible 
at all times. 
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ACCURATE METEOROLOGICAL MESSAGES 


WERE ESPECIALLY NECESSARY IN COMBATTING THE V-1 


To destroy the average V-l, the Bltell miusl ex- 
within alwul 10 yards of I he target. 

An error of 10 niile.s per hour in eompuiing 
the Yelodty of a cross wind would have caused 
the sliell to miss the average V-J in flight io- 
waid Antwerp by appj^oximately 17 yards* > 
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MinHOLOGICAL FACTOKS >MI1GH 


AFFi:CT Tll h: FLIGHT 


OF A SHFLL 


81u»ll A will 1)1* rotardofl duo lo (ho oold donso 
i\ i r. 

Shell n will ho lolardod diK* lo the oold dense 
air and also the (hick cloud formations oven 
though the shell does enter into warm loss dense 
air. 

Shell C will have its trajectory entirely in 
warm, clear, moist air; therefore, it will have 
le^s retarding forces than the other trajectories. 
However, if the air is warm, clear and dry, the 
air will ho more dense and consequently retard 
the shell. 

Shell 1) will he retarded by the long distance 
it travels in the thick, turbulent clouds. 

Shell E will be retarded by the long distance 
it travels through heavy precipitation as well 
as the cooler more dense air. 

The nece.ssity of accurate wind data can bi* 
realized by noting the usual change in wind di- 


lection as shown along each shelTs trajectory. 
1 1 is especially important that accurate wind 
speed and direction be known in ca.ses of tra- 
ji'ctories “IT* and “E“ where largo changes in 
wind occur. Note - Wiml direction as shown 
is on a horizontal compa.ss i)lano; not on a 
vertical plane. 

If a radiosonde wore to ascend along trajec- 
tory “G“, the density of the air would be found 
lo be very near to the standard dojisity of air. 

If a ladiosonde were to ascend along trajec- 
tory “H“, two distinct layers of air, each with 
densities differing from the standard den.s>ity of 
air, would be fouml. Under some weather con- 
tlitions throe oi- more distinct layers can be 
found. With a radiosonde this information is 
accurat(‘ly obtained. 
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SUPPLY 


The supply mission of the IX Air Defense 
Command has been to assure all types of supply 
to Antiaircraft Artillery, Night Fighter, Signal 
Air Warning, and Ordnance Maintenance Units 
This requirement had to he met without bene- 
fit of depots under command control. 

Headquarters; Ninth Air Force, attempted 
in the beginning to assume responsibility for 
all types of supply except items peculiar to 
Antiaircraft Artillery Units, but were never 
able to meet such an obligation. This was due 
partly through a shortage of service troops 
within the air force and partly to continuous 
movement of their existing air force service 
units; such movements delayed the processing 
of AAA requisitions in that with each move- 
ment an AAA unit would have to resubmit their 
requisitions. Such a supply system was wholly 
unsatisfactory and ultimately resulted in the 
recognition of the IX Air Defense Command as 
a major command for supply, receiving alloca- 
tions of equipment dh*ectly from Headquarters, 
Communications Zone. Units located within aii 
Army Area received expendables from Army 
Depots; units behind enemy rear area lines 
used Base Section Depots. 

Experience in this command has indicated a 
need for the following service troops in order 
to be able to meet supply and maintenance re- 


quirements of a command of similar size and 
composition: 

1. One - Depot Company - for Class II, III 

' and IV items. 

2 . One - Ammunition Company - for class 
V in special cases. 

3. One - QM Truck Company - for major 
supply hauls. 

4. One - Ordnance Maintenance Go. (AA) - 
for each five AAA Battalions. 

5. One - Ordnance Battalion Headquarters - 
for each four Ordnance Maintenance Com- 
panies. 

It is believed that the supply mission of an 
Air Defense Command can be met satisfactorily 
if such Command: 

1. Gan receive direct allocations of all major 
items, equipment to be issued through 
existing Communication Zone Depots. 

2. Keeps Base Sections and Armies notified 
at all times of Air Defense Commandmnits, 
in their respective areas, for whom Glass 
I and other expendables will be required. 

3. Has the troops listed in III above to sup- 
pleancnt normal depot estaJdishments 

. where peculiar and emergency situations 
arise. 
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ORDNANCE PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT\ THEY MAINTAINED 


UNIT 

272 

278 

298 

1 

368 

Hq. 

311 

TOTAL 
3lltb Bn 

1 
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f : 

276 

280 

1 — 
354 

3056 

Army 
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Civ. 1 

Hq. 

3E3 

TOTAl 

310Bnl 

ORD. SEC. 
IX AD. a 

TOTAL IN 
C0MMA14D 1 

b±^” =— ’ -j 

STRENGTH 

170 
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157 

' 157 i 

26 
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157 

13 

150*^ 

26 
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12 
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90mm GUNS 

32 

32 

16 

48 


M2 
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16 
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40mm GUNS 

96 

96 
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32 
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56 
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64 
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952 1 

GENERATING UNITS 
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168 < 

i 
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99 
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99 
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MSB 1 

1 

DIRECTORS 
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K)6 

133 
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^ 165 
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1 

469 1 

..... 
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ORDNANCE 



The Oridnance Section, was. busy from activa- 
(ion until D-Day . establishing policy/ making 
contacts and assisting in bringiing units up to 
a fully equipped status. The IX Air Defense 
OommamTs steady growth, and increasing acti- 
vities on the beach presented many complex 
and intricate Ordnance problems in supply and 
maintenance. These were caused mainly by the 
-Jack of any assignocl Ordnance units and the 
uniciueness of the Command. 

In September 1944, the 31 J th Ordnance Bat- 
talion and the following seven (7) Ordnance . 
J\raintenance Companies (AA) were attaclied to 
the Command: 272nd, 274th, 276th, 278th, 280th, 
298th, and the 354th. Despite the wide disper- 
sion of units of the Command skilled Ordnance 
service was always made quickly available by 
tlie company shops, numerous detachments 
operating small seini-permanent shops, and 
daily contact parties from all companies and 
detachments. 

With November came the defense of ANT- 
WERP which increased the activity and rounds 
fired many fold. To assist in the ammunition 
supply problem the 3056th Ordnance Service 
Composite Company was obtained and placed ’ 
in the ANTWERP area. The 3056th was aug- 
mented by approximately oneiuindred and fifty 
(.150) civilian laborers to enable it to haiidlG the 
fabulous quantities of ammunition required. 

In December the 318th Ordnance Battalion 
and the 368th Ordnance Maintenance Company 
-(AA) were attached. By the Jirst part of Jan- 
uary and continuing through March, the Ord- 
nance situation was essentially as represented 
by accompanying chart. During this Lime Ord- 
nance maintenance and supply facilities were 


strained to the utmost due to the extremely high 
continuous activity of the ANTWERP X Com- 
mand and the ‘‘Battle of tlie Bulge“, The over- 
taxed M7 Generators were failing in alarming 
numbers. 90mm gun tubes became unserviceable 
and were changed by the dozens, a total of over 
two-hundred (200) being changed in this per- 
iod. Pawls for the 90mm fuze setters M13 woi*e 
wearing out and causing gross inaccuracy in 
firing. Enemy action, longthening supply lines 
(PARIS, CHERBOURG, and ROUEN for many 
Ordnance items), heavy requirements of am- 
munition, mud and snow, war torn roads, and 
frequent unit moves subjected all automotive, 
equipment to unmerciful and relentless beat- 
ings. . The Ordnance units by persistence and 
ingenuity rose to the situitioii. When parts 
were difficult to obtain (such as for M7. Gener- 
ators and fuze setters) they were repaired by 
now techniques, improvised, obtained by local 
purchase, or all of these failing, the entire ma- 
jor item was replaced. Special equipment and 
tools in excess of T/E were obtained to enable 
the Ordnance companies to keep abreast of the 
maintenance demands. The job was accomp- 
lished and the guns continued to fire. 

As the offensive crossed the Rhine and there- 
■after the Ordnance units were quickly relocated 
• to continue furnishing close-in support. After 
V-E Day the work continued in the form of 
disarmament and increased automotive main- 
tenance. The magnitude of the Ordnance 
mission is well illustrated by the comparative 
chart which shows that IX ADC had more Ord- 
nance equipment than a Corps composed of 
three (3) Infantry Divisions and a Corps Head- 
quarters. 
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nance Equipment 4 
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Corps 
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Destroyed enemy aircraft being examined by AAA personnel 


NEW YEAR’S DAY RAIDS 


Since well before D-Day, Allied fighter-bomb- 
er operations had steadily increased in intensi- 
ty to the point of being a decisive faotor in tac- 
tical warfare. Jt was not unatural, therefore, 
that repeated, if sporadic, German alUMnpts 
should be made to neutralize the Allknl fighter- 
bombers. On I January 1945, the enemy^s con- 
cern with the effect of our air activity against 
his ground forces was shown by a major all- 
out effort against our airfields. The enormous 
German effort is seen to have been a brilliantly 
planned, but not so brilliantly e.xecuted, attempt 
to cripple the Allied Tactical Air Force. Fui- 
ther it was countered by a well preparwi and 
efficient air defense force. 

Tn all, over 800 German planes took ])art in 
these raids, although not all of them reached 
the AIIhhI airfields. Long range intelligence pro- 
vided no specific advance warning of this par- 
ticular operation, neveidheless, it was the battle 


which the IX Air Defense Command had long 
predicted! would come, and for which we had 
trained and preiiared in spite of obstacles and 
opposition. The carefully built up teams of 
fighters, Antiaircraft Artillery, and signal air 
warning units functioned with efficiency and 
outstanding success. Instead of dealing a mor- 
tal blow to the Ninth Air Force, the Luftwaffe 
took a beating from which it never recovered. 
Losses and damage on the American airfields 
wore iu‘gligable, whereas, G.VF lo.sses were enor- 
mous. Air Force claims (including claims hy 
Fighth Air Force fighters attached to the Ninth 
.Air Force) were IfiO enemy aircraft destroyed; 
.\.\A claims (including claims by AAA units at- 
tach(‘d to the armies) were 800 enemy aircraft. 

A typical example of the type of air defense 
success achieved is the action at Y-:29, an air- 
field of the XXIX Tactical Air Command loca- 
ted at .ASCII, Belgium. The perfect coordina- 
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tioa acluL^vt^d ]>y tlii? air and ilie AAA lunis do- 
Tmulinfr ilie fidd rcsuUM in only D of the 50 
plus, altaeking: enemy aii'craft escaping^ des- 
I ruction. 

At 0900, 1 January, a radio warning was rc- 
ueived in ilie Ajitiaircraft Artillery Operations 
Room that a tai*ge group of enemy aircraft was 
heading in the direction of From the plot 

il was seen that the lies tiles were approxima'- 
lely five minutes Hying lime from the fiekL TJie 
duty officer at the A A OR imincdiately notiiictl 
tlie airfield commandci\ Next a warning was 
Hashed by the AA OP's situated in a ring from 
three lo five miles from the tiekh This warning 
reached the A A OR and tlie gun sections two 
min tiles before the enemy planes came over the 
tiekl. At this particular Lime, two of the squad - 
vom siationed at Y-20 were in the vidmity of 
ASGH returning from missions* These fighters 
Avere notiHed of the hostiles, and directed to in- 
tei'cepL, 

During the ensuing action, some of the light- 
ers ran out of both ammumtion and gtisoUiie 


nece>ssitatiiig their landing to rearm and refuel. 
On several occasions, enemy aii-craft dove 
on and strafed the landing fighters. AAA gun- 
ners engaged the enemy directly belnind the 
landing 'Triendly'"', and either drove off or sliot 
down the enemy aircraft. In some cases AAA 
fire broke up f ormations of enemy fighters 
atlacking our planes, avIiHo in other cases the 
tracers of the AAA gunk re pointed out low Hy- 
ing enemy aircraft identifying them for our 
fighters. A careful investigation rm'^oaled that 
in no case did the AAA engage a. friendly fight- 
er. No fire control or direction was attempted 
from the A A OR. Aftei- the action, the Air Force 
Com anil 1 dor of Y-29 was asked if he considered 
a "'iiold fire" order Avoukl have given greatei' 
freedom to his planes. He replied that a 'iiold 
iire'^ was not necessary for he had complete 
faith in the ability and skill of the AAA defend- 
ing his field. This action illustrates the coordi- 
jiatigii AV.hich can be advievpd by an integmted 
air defense* 


A tail-feather of the GAP 
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IX ADC ROLE DURING ENEMY RAIDS 
OF 1 JAN 1945 


E/A ATTACKING 

E/A DESTROYED 8 DAMAGED (AIR) 

E/A DESTROYED a DAMAGED (AA) 
FRIENDLY A/C DESTROYED 8 DAMAGED 


TT 


CONFUSED CONDITIONS AND JOINT AIR a AA ACTION RESULTED 
IN DUPLICATION OF CLAIMS AND MiSESTIMATION OF ATTACKERS, BUT IT IS 
SIGNIFICANT THAT IN BOTH BRITISH AND AMERICAN SECTORS ONLY 397 EA 
WERE REPORTED ATTACKING OF AN ESTIMATED 800 WHICH PARTICIPATED. 


84 ENEMY AIRCRAFT ATTACKED THE AMERICAN SECTOR AND 36 OF 
THEM WERE DESTROYED OR DAMAGED. THEY DESTROYED OR DAMAGED 69 
FRIENDLY AIRCRAFT. 
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IX ADC TRUCK COMPANIES 

In iliG fall of 1944 it became obvious that the on. The demand for these trucks was heavy 

supplies needed by the armies could not be and constant. Although all trucks Avere being 

moved foixvard fast enough AAdth tfie transport- used steadily throughout the emergency, the 

ation then available. To meet this emergency hard Avork of the personnel, involved kept them 

the Supreme Commander directed that all aA^ail- on the road and enabled the command to fulfil 

able trucks in the theater be formed into proAd- its responsibilities of furnishing antiaircraft 

sional truck companies. Ten truck companies, l^rotection for the Ninth Air Force installations 

consisting of fifty trucks each, Avere organized and the Communications Zone, 

by this command and attached to the Nor- In the spring of 1945 it became necessary once 

mandy Base Section. more to furnish trucks, this time to the IX Air 

The loss of five hundred trucks greatly hamp- Force Seiwice Command. The AAur progressed 

ered the forAvard moA^ement of antiaircraft units. so rapidly that it became obvious that the Avork 

To use the femainiiig 'trucks in the most effi- then being done to prepare airfields to give close 

cient manner, they Avere formed into truck com- support to the adAuncing armies AAmuld have. to 

panics AAdiich Avere used under direct control of be greatly accelerated. To speed up tlie Avork, 

Headquarters, IX, ABC, to move subordinate more trucks Avere needed. This command Avas 

units. called on to fTiriiish tA\m truck companies of 

Three truck companies, one AAutli 48 trucks fifty trucks each. The companies Avere formed 

and tAvo Avith 41 trucks each, Avere formed and and sent to Sendee Command in the middle of 

based near the command Headquarters in VER- April. These tAAm companies Avorked constant- 

SAILLES. When OA^er it Avas necessary, to move a ly until the tAvelfth of July AAdien they Avere dis- 

uiiit to a new position these trucks AAmre called banded. • 



CHAPLAIN SECTION 

The Chaplain Section AAms organized on ^ cheif clerk and tAvo asistant clerks. 

4 March, 1944, and was composed of the Chap- foilwing arc the purposes and duties of 

Lain (Major) and one enlisted inan. The Section the Chaplain Section; 
increased in size Avith the groAvth of the Com- 
mand until in February, AAdien fifty-four Chap- 1. Advisor to the Commander and Staff in 

fains Avere serving the units, the section con- religious and moral activities of the com- 

sisted of the supervisory Chaplain and assist- mand. 
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Chaplain conference at Paris 


2. Suijervisioii of Uiu .spiiiliiai wylfaii^ of 
llit^ CommaiKl. 

8. Coiuluct of roHgiouy .sorvico, inoludin^ 
fimoraLs. 

4. Spiiitual iniiiLslratioiks lo tho sink ajicl 
woimtlntl, 

o. (]om*.spomiomn‘ with l olalivi^s of rlocoasod 
|)C*rsoiinoi. 

(>. Cooi'diimlioii of Lho rnlij^ious work of the 
various wnHaru ssoni olios. 

7. WupLM'vision and ooordiiiciUon, williin li^ 
iniks pj'csei'iljed by Uio Commamlcr, of Lho 
I raining and work of I lie Ghapialns of 
siihordioaln units. 

8. Konommoiidaliony as lo assitnimonls nml 
Iransfuivs of Chaplains. 

t). Providing thu services of Ohaplaiiiis for 
un i Is roqui riiig^ lliGm. 


in, Proj)eiuliun of reports relative to the re- 
ligious and moral aetivnUes of I he Com- 
mand. 

Tile LX Air Defense Command Chaplain's 
sLory is a unique one. The 54 Chaplains served 
an equivalent of nearly three Infantry divisions 
under the ,supGrviMOn of one Command Ghap^ 
lain and an assistant chaplain. During the win- 
ter of H)44-45 units of I he Command were sla- 
lioned Ihe lengtli and breath of Prance, 
nelginin, buxeinhourg, western Cermaiiy and 
southern HoHaiuh 

Figures are tiresome l>ut they do portray iu 
a measure the interest of the soltlier in his spi- 
I' i t iia I w e I fa re an d I h e ef f ec ti v en ess of th e C h a i) - 
Iain's mission. In one month 54 chaplains eoii- 
dueted iiSOh .services ivitli an attendance of 
44,8f>8. They made x>ersonal eon taels ami 

tlistribtiied 14,709 items of religioius supplies. 
Seven chaplains have been awarded the Bronxe 
Stai' Medal for meidtorious service. 
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CHAMONIX REST CENTER 


With the lei-mination of hostilit/ic\s in the 
theatre, the need of a seperato rest area for 
ineinhers of tlie IX Air Defense Coininand l)e- 
eanie aj)i)ai*ent. To thus end the Coininanding 
(General selected and caused to J>e ostal)lisIied 
the IX Air DefeiKse Command Rest Center at 
CHAMONIX, France. J.ocated at the foot of 
^lont Blanc in the French Alps in an all-year 
round resort town, it was ideally suited as a 
playground and recreation spot. 

Opening on I June 1945, its operation was 
turned over to the 1 J8th AAA Group, command- 
(‘d l)y Colonel James T. Campbell. Fourteen lio- 
tels with a total capacity of 1250 persons were 
recpiisitioned, two of which being allocated for 
the use of Officers. Troops, fresh from fiehl po- 
sitions tliroughoui Germany, were provided with 
clean sluHds, excellent French cooking, a mi- 
nimum of military restrictions, and a wide va- 
riety of sports and amusements. Easily access- 
ible to all were mountain climbing, e.xcursions 
by cable cars into the mountains, swimming, 
tennis, golf, motor sight.seeing trips to Lake Ge- 
.^^neva. Lake* .Annecy, and the iSwiss frontier, and 



just plain loaling under tlie most desirable <*on- 
ditions. Personnel weri‘ transported to the rest 
trenter by IX .Air Defense Command airciaft or 
by motoi- convoy, but legardless of the time r(»- 
ciuired to make th(‘ trip each man was assured 
seven days at Chamonix. Because of its beauti- 
ful surroumlings and elaborate entertainment 
facilities, the men who visited it will long re- 
gard their stay there* as uni(|ue among theii* 
o verseas ex per i ences. 

The rast center closixl on 2(5 Septembei- 1945 
after four months of succe.ssful operation, 
having accomodated a w(*ekly avei*age of 40 
Officers and 1000 EAI. It was estimated tliat 
more than lialf of the Command attended it du- 
ling its existence, fn addition to the (Juimoni: 
rest center, the IX .Aii* Defense Command spon- 
sored and encouraged numerous other rest cen- 
ters maintained independently by its battalions, 
groups, and brigades. 

Broad in its conception, uniiiue in location, 
and efficiently administered, the Chamonix pro- 
ject served an entirely worthwhile and practi- 
cal purpose within the Command. 
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INFORMATION 


Til* Army Infoi-malion-IOdncalioa Program 
inrludsfl as pranciplo divisions: (a) eonduct.ing 
rtisoarcli into mallGra affecting morale, (1)) 
disseminating information to military person- 
nel, (c) i)i-oviding eclucalional opportunities for 
troops, and (d) oiiienting militni’y personnel in 
the wai' and other current evenls. Beginning in 
October 1944, when a seperate Infornuition- 
Educatloii sub-section was created at IX Air 
Defense Command Headquartcn'S, this iirograni 
was put into effect by I-E personnel in at' 
eclieloiis. A summary of the performance of 
Ibis program can be divided into two phases, 
dui'ing kostililies and after hostilities. 


Between October 15)44 and V-E day the train- 
ing of I-E personnel, forming effective I-E sec- 
tions down to battalion level, disseminating in- 
gram was apjiarent. Aggregate monthly at- 
londance at orientation discussion groups aver- 
aged 50,708 troops for the period from January 
to May 1945. More than 800 information bul- 
letin boards were maiiUaiuod, along with over 
fifty (50) informalioii centers. The number of 
.students participating in the United States 
Armed Forces Insliluto correspondonce co.urso 
program averaged 1622. More lhan ton thou- 
sand troop.s a month attended orieutalion lec- 
liires, fonuns or debates. Over three hundred 


Orientation is an important aspect of the In- 
formation-Education program 
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EDUCATION 


(3()0) HobI)v Shops w(m*o cstablishod and many 
lours to points of inlcjost were conductc^l dii^ 
ring llio months of hoslililios. 

Following V-E day the tempo of I-E aclivi 
lies increased to pro^ide orientation for troops 
in the new prohlems arising from changes in 
formation, and the orienting of troops about 
the war were the main activities. Officers to 
fill information-education and instructor train- 
ing posts were trained at the 68H)th Army 
Information-Education Stnff S<;hool in PARTS. 
On 16-17 April 1945, a course for brigade On- 
t he- JoJ)-T raining Officers was given at Com- 
mand Headquarters. 

In the units under the Command considerable 
|)rogress toward fulfilling the aims of the pro- 



Iheir duties and to furnish worthwhile occupa- 
tion for time no longer demanded by military 
pursuits. The educational features of the I-E 
pi’ogram received increased emphasis. By 
making educational surveys, collecting supplies, 
and training instructors, many units prepared 
for the opening of organizational schools. Des- 
pite the problems of movement, guard duly, 
dispersion of units, and lack of books, fifteen 
(15) battalions in the Command by the end of 
.lime were operating schools enrolling 2050 
men. This number increased to twenty-thr?e 
(23) l)attalions and 2405 men in August. 

At Command Headquarters a centralized 
school system has developed during the months 
of .Tilly, August, and September. These schools 


A technical subject being taught in the Central- 
ized School. 
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induxlecl a. technical hisiitute offaving coursa^ 
in automecJianica, mcclianical drawing, w<?kl- 
ing, basic dectrioity, watch repair; schools in 
commercial art and dramatic arts; and sdiools 
in poullry production and horse pj-oduction. 
Over 250 soldiers benefited from Uie opportn- 
nity to attend these schools. 

Meanwliile quotas to Lliealer level schools 
were received and more tiian dOO stmleiiUs from 
tiie Command allended Ifiarritz or Shrivonbani 
American Universities, Waiton Technical 


Drafting and reproduction section of the Command’s i and £ school 
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USAFI CORRESPONDENCE COURSE ENROLLMENT 
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ATTENDENCE .AT THEATER LEVEL SCHOOLS 
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EDUCATIONAL TOURS 
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UNIT SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 


1,000 


S9 




Cast of all-soldier musical show “Odds N Ends'* produced by the 568th 
AAA AW Bn. and sponsored by Command Special Service Section. 


SPECIAL SEliVlCK 

On Iho (lay the Command was activated, tlio 
Spi^cial Service Section started functioning with 
one officHjr and two enlLsted men. As I he Com- 
mand grew ill’ size, the Special Service Section 
(‘xpanded, until it became fully departmenta- 
lized in Dec.'innber of IhH witli entertainment, 
athletic, supply, movie, and administrative sub- 
divisions, each with an officer in charge, with 
a total section strength of fifteen. The seclion‘« 
jH-incipal function was to plan, organize, ami 
coordinate the special service activities among 
the units of the Command. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Activity in tha enteTLaJininenl field fell into 
two parLs; that of procuring ami ronling ''live 
.shows'* for the sn]>o i din ale units, and that of 
organizing and j)rod'Uciiig theatrical produc- 
lions from among person ned within the Coin- 
inamL OuLstaiiding among the latter was tlie 
musical variety show, “Tlje Air Defenders'^ 
which began rehearsal in February of J94o and 
later completed a lour of the Command. The 
hOSth AAA Battalion produced a variety 
show entitled *'Odds N Ends“ which became 
one of the tinest unit soldier productions in Lbc 
Theatre. It was eventually absorbed by the 4tli 
Special Service Cam pan y, but also completed 
an ex tensive lour of tlie Command. Combining 
profiNssional and amateur talent, the entertabi- 
nient section built a show around a group of 


£aul Robeson singing In IX ADC theatre at 
Bad Neusladt. 



Daiiisb entertainers down to the Command from 
CO PE XH A GEM foi’ ibis particular purpose.^ 
This production, called "CopenliEigeu Capers*', 
loured the Command for two weeks,. In order to 
stimulate amateur theatrie.s at battalion level, a 
talent team was formed, and sent to several 
units to provide professional advice and in- 
struction. 

After anival in Germany, the Entertainment 
Officer w^as naaned Area Representative for Live 
SliowvS 111 the SehweinTurt aim. Ee held this 
assignment from if ay to September of 
and became responsible for billeting and rout- 
ing all USO shows within the area. Such per- 
I'ormers as Bob Hope, Paul Robeson, and the 
him is were I) rough I before the iinitfl of the 
Command. 


Danish performers in IX ADC's “Copenhagen 
Capers" show. Outdoor theatre at Bad Ncu- 
stadi 
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Swimming meet at Bad Neustadt. 

ATHLETICS 

The first major athletic undertaking of the 
Special Service Section was the organization of 
an all-star Command football team. Tliks team 
played a satisfactory season in 1044 with three 
wins, two defeats, and one scoreless tie. Plans 
for reorganizing this team for the JOif) season 
were curtailed by redeployment. A (Command 
basketliall tournament was held in Paris du- 
ring February of 1945, followed by a volleyball 
tournament in April. Winners in the brigade 
eliminations competed with Command Head- 


quarters teams for the championships. The ic<* 
hockey team of the 407th AAA Cun Battalion 
was brought to Paris to compete against French 
civilian and Communication Zone teams. On 
sevej-al occasions, boxers were brought to Paris 
to participate in prize tights sponsorcil by the 
American Red Cro.ss. One heavy-weight boxin* 
from the Command defeated the French Heavy- 
weight Chainiiion. 

The Command athletic iirograin, however, 
reached full stride in Germany during the 
summer of 1945. Fight major touniamenls 
wore held; two softball competitions, a ba.seball 
tournament, a tennis tournament, a swimming 
meet, a track and field meet, a golf match, and 
archery and horse-shoe tournaments. 'Phe 
winners of the Command com |)eti lions compe- 
ted in the Ninth Air Force championships, and 
outstanding individuals wore later selected to 
participate in theatre level championships. 

At various times during 1945, (i not as were 
received to send personnel to the Ninth Aii- 
Force Umpire School, Football Clinic, Boxing 
(9inic, Basketball Clinic, and to the Theatre 
Ski School. A full development of the Com- 
mand's i)rogram was restricted by accelerated 
redeployment. The five-team Command football 
league was suspemled for this r'oason in Sep- 
tember of 1945. 


The dance orchestra of the 795th AAA AW Bn. one of the six trained by the IX ADC 
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SUPPLY 


Atlilelic supplies and sporting equipment was on the part of the Special Service Officer, mo- 

receivod from Gommimications Zone through lion picture projectors wej^e obtained from all 

the Ninth Air Force and clistribuied ito battalion brigades and battalions within the Command, 

level by the Special Service supply section Three films were drawn from Ninth Aii* Force 

through brigades and groups* The post Y-E weekly, and routed tliroughoxiL the Gommaiuh 

Day athletic requii'ement needs of the Coimuand Witli the advent of lull scale rodcploymeiit, 

were adequetly met, and all of its subordinate supply einpluisis was placed on Category I 

units vvei‘c issued oxcelieiit equipment in siiffi iinitSj all o! xvhom were comx>letely supplied 

cient quantity. As a result of extensive effort with all types of athletic and special service 

equipmenh 


Boh Hope, Jerry Calone, and cast of USD show pictured in Enlisted 
Mens' Club al Command Headquarters after performance. 
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APPROX. SCALE 1 = 1,500,000 

A PLANNED ATTACKS 
A PLANNED BUT NOT ATTACKED 
A TARGETS OF OPP'ORTUNITY 
• BASES FROM WHICH ENEMY UNITS OPERATED 
FRONT LINE 
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6 OR in = GRUPPEN NO. LUFTWAFFE 
JG77= SQUADRON NO. LUFTWAFFE 

SOURCE: 

ADI (K) REPORT 
NINTH AF REPORT - 
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METZ(Y34) 
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44-52A/C 



HEIM(n/J653) 

TTGART/ECHTER0IN6I 

(E/JG53) 


NOTES' 

1. BETWE^EN 790 a 870 ME. 109s a FW. 1908 PARTICIPATED IN THESE RAIDS. A NUMBER OF JU.88s WERE 

. EMPLOYED AS LEAD PLANES. 

2. M. 6. a CANNON STRAFING ATTACKS WERE MAQE AT EXTREMELY LOW LEVEL. . ^ 

3. 5001b. BOMBS WERE DROPPED ON SEVERAL AIRFIELDS WITH LITTLE EFFECT. 


(BASED ON FINAL ANALYSIS OF R W- INTERROGATIONS) 





